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Tajikistan National NGO Association

Shamsiddin Karimov, Ph.D.
Head of the Tajikistan National NGOs Association

It is a great pleasure and honor to introduce a national platform for NGOs in
Tajikistan through the magazine published by Japan International Institute for
Volunteering Research.

I am a leading expert in Tajikistan in the area of Civil Society with particular
attention to CSOs/NGOs. As a researcher, I’ve finished my second Ph.D.
dissertation on Political Science entitled “The Role of NGOs in Formation of Civil
Society in Tajikistan” to be defended in 2014. I’ve published more than 20
monographs and brochures, about 50 scientific articles related to formation and
development of civil society in Tajikistan. The first time I met with president of
JIVRI, Mr. Shiraishi, was back in 2013, and he was a vice chair of Affinity Group
of National Asociations, a world alliance of national associations established by
CIVICUS, at that time. Mr. Shiraishi is an advisor of our association since 2016
and supporting us through information sharing.

Tajikistan National NGOs Association (TNNGOA) was established in 2008
based on the recommendations from delegates and representatives of the first
National NGO Forum held in May 2008. Since its inception, the organizations has
been instrumental in promoting partnership between CSO and government
institutions through organizing dialogues, forums, workshops and conferences.
TNNGOA is working to bring CSO and government institution together to
improve democracy, accountability, transparency, good governance in Tajikistan.
To date, the organization has organized and conducted numerous events and round
of consultations with CSOs, government institutions and development partners.
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TNNGOA'’s main goal is to consolidate and coordinate all CSOs activities
based on an effective and workable mechanism including, networking among
target institutions, fostering a strong and effective collaboration between
government and CSOs in addressing social and economic problems in Tajikistan.
This is done through dissemination and use of best practices, achievements and
strengths towards sustainability and professionalism of Tajikistan CSOs as well as
implementing the decision of the Tajikistan National NGO Forums, particularly
those relevant to the National NGO Program Development, Code of Conducts and
Strategy Development. Currently, more than 350 members, the most active and
effective NGOs throughout the country have joined the Association. TNNGOA
has a strong network of local partners located in different parts of the country
making the association able to cover the entire country.

Below are some of the projects implemented in the past few years by
TNNGOA:

* The Fifth Tajikistan National NGO Forum entitled “The Tajik NGOs: challenges
and perspectives of social partnership” held in 2019. The proposed activity will
identify challenges that existing NGOs face currently, after 25 years of
independence. Achievements and shortcomings, strong points and weaknesses of
NGOs during the reporting period (after conducting the last fourth Tajikistan
National NGO Forum in 2012 and the First Parliamentary Hearing on State of
Civil Society in Tajikistan in 2017) as well as impact/implementation of the
National NGO Development Program will be discussed and analyzed. Prior to the
Forum the NGO mapping will be completed. The purpose is enabling environment
and expanding civic space through analyzing achievements and shortages in this
regard and focus on the key role of the civil society and its institutions in the
development efforts of the country.

* Democracy Dialogue entitled Why Do I Need Democracy? Supported by
CIVICUS, the Democracy Dialogue held on July 28, 2018 in the facility of Rudaki
District’s Creative Center for Children. About 100 participants attended the
Dialogue. Participants were schoolchildren, parents, representatives of the local
authorities and NGOs. The purpose of the Dialogue was providing an information
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campaign in the form of Quiz, It was a great gathering of girls and boys interested
in discussions related to democracy and their role in shaping their future. The
Democracy Dialogue confirmed that the young generation is very much eager to
learn more about democracy, be an active part of the democratic processes ongoing
throughout the country, and contribute to development efforts and sustainability of
Tajikistan.
* Research Based Proposal Writing and Effective Management of Grants. TOT
workshop for the Tajik NGO leaders and civic activists in the frame of Fulbright
Specialist Program in cooperation with the Department of Public Affairs of the US
Embassy in Dushanbe (July-August, 2018).
 Parliamentary Hearing on State of Civil Society in Tajikistan. Funded by
UNDP/T]
(December 2017-March 2018), it has been the first time an activity of this caliber
with participation of deputes of the National Parliament, representatives of the
Government, NGOs, and other interested stakeholders at the highest national level.
* Empowering Girls Rights through Eliminating Gender Inequality, Phases I- IY.
The project has been implemented in Rudaki and Wahdat Districts of RT through
conducting series of roundtable discussions and Girls Rights Fair with
participation of young girls, representatives of schools // parents associations and
mass media to improve the legal awareness of people and empower the girls rights
through eliminating gender inequality..
* Leave No One Behind! Funded by CIVICUS, it was a new initiative of
TNNGOA to conduct a National Dialogue in Dushanbe to stimulate an inclusive
debate on a SDG-2030 by providing an analytical base, inputs and ideas that (a)
build a shared global vision on ‘Leave No One Behind® Initiative, with clear
recommendations for governments, civil society and broad stakeholders; (b)
amplify the voices of the poor and other marginalized groups in formal negotiation
processes; and (c¢) influence the intergovernmental processes so that they align
with the aspirations of civil society for a 2030 Global Development Agenda.

Form more details, please visit our website at http://cso.tj/index.php/en/
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