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B CSOs across the world

Community Land Projects in Duddingston Village, a suburb of
Edinburgh by Nick Marshall of Duddingston Conservation Society

Jamie Lemon (Duddingston Conservation Society)

We are a small but very active community in the suburbs of
Edinburgh. Two local charities are particularly important in the
community, and particularly in the ownership and management of land,
which has traditionally been the preserve of private landowners or
government agencies.

There are over 24, 000 charities in Scotland, with a combined
turnover of £12.5 billion a year, involving 183, 000 trustees and
almost 50,000 employees, plus a huge number of active members (2016
figures (1)). 700 charities have over £IM per year turnover (2).

Land managing charities are a small but increasingly important part
of the picture, as they can deliver economic, social and
environmental benefits in ways that private landowners struggle to
achieve. Starting from nothing, 40 years ago, there are now about
200 community woodland groups across Scotland managing around

100, 000 hectares of land (3). Public access is encouraged, providing
local jobs in tourism. The woodlands are well managed, creating
local jobs in forestry, wood processing and manufacturing. And
community woodlands also function as playgrounds, meeting places,
nature reserves, classrooms, larders, gyms, mental health spas, and
centres for the rehabilitation of those who need help to re-—
orientate their lives.

In 2015, a delegation from JACO (Japan Association of Charitable
Organisations) visited our community to see our charities in
operation. During the visit, we showed them the two projects run by
our two local charities - Duddingston Community Garden (owned by
Duddingston Conservation Society) and The Field (leased from City of
Edinburgh Council by The Field Group (Duddingston).
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The Community Garden (about 1 hectare in size) has been managed by
the community for almost 17 years and is well established as a hub
of the community, with a vegetable garden producing fruits and
vegetables for local residents and volunteers, a village green for
social activities and recreation, and a ruined building which we
hope to renovate to provide facilities to support activities in the
garden.

The Field is 3 hectares in size and has been leased by the Field
Group since 2011. From a heavily grazed field, the group is creating
natural woodland and meadow habitats, as well as establishing a
large orchard of heritage varieties of fruit trees and a network of
paths and seats for visitors.

All of the work in both areas of land is carried out by volunteers,
from the locality and further afield and including groups of
students from all over the world, schoolchildren and people with
mental health issues. They benefit from outdoor exercise and social
interaction as well as a hearty communal lunch.

The JACO delegation planted two oak trees which are now well
established and growing healthily but slowly, as oaks do. We look
forward to welcoming delegations from Japan back, as well as other
visitors from Japan and throughout the world, to show off our
beautiful community woodland and garden.

For more information, see:
www. duddingston. org. uk
https://thefieldduddingston. wordpress. com
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